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Eaijing Capital Airport (Morman Fostar)
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CCTY Haadquartars [Rem Koolhaas), Baijing

An air of Beijing

Tha ground racedas quicky from the window, Curwingtip traca s ovear tha
shimmering scalas of the airport dome just balow: a four Kilomeatre com-
plax dasigned by Moman Fostar for the Chiness capital and opaned on
tha awa of the Olympic Gameas. We can makea out the tomant of wehicles
spilling thmugh the tangle of rads, bridge s and fraeways that form tha
majar artaries to tha city cantre. Building s in Beijing's new busina ss dis-
trict loom hera and thare, amang them the paculiar punctued coba by
Fam Koolhaas Maarby, cranes are alrady hard at work ovar the gaping
foundation s for the Citic Group's China Zun Tower, which will evantually
soartoa recond-breaking height of 520 matres. Aswe slowly bank sauth-
ward, the mountains bordering the metm palis stand at attantion, stahwart
and impassive, o pped by wispy crown of mist.

Wia skirt the flat, saemingly inart mass of the historic centre, dark and
wooded and completely pennad in by the tall urban fence cleark de-
linaated by the second ring road. In the cantre of this mass shinas tha
titanium Mational Theatra like admp of marcury, an opus by Paul Andrau.
Than, the Forbidden City—with its alegant, parfect symmeatry and flame-
coloured mofs—which establishas the framework for the interlacking
urban structures so charactestic of Beijing. From this height, how to
imagina tha infinite minutiaa that malke up the life of tha megalopolis,
right down to the narmoweast hutongs still echaing with the sound of tha
ald knife grindars in the strest (or OO instant messaging)...? Our bir's-
ayia yiaw is overlaid with visions of the films shot by tha late Jean-Prma
Angramy’ inthe 19705 when he flaw overthe ancient capital inaglkaming
twin-prop: imagesof a naarly"ideal"?civic squaraamploying an impecca-
bly arthodox grid, with urban develop ment just beginning tocraep bayond
itz original boundaries,

Ex pkis® Figd dbn

Mational Cartar for the Parforrming Arts (Paul Andrau), Baijing
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Dongehang District, Baijing

Wa fly owar rectangular massas flanked by blue- mofed industrial wara-
housas inthe southarnoutskints of the city. The footprint of Muxivoan, tha
colossal "urban village" of Zhaijang textile dealers comes to view, on this
scale, saan practically chealo by jowl with the Tample of Heawan, whosa
alagant pracincts are clearly wisible lile a swollen bally ta the narth. Low-
risa apartmant buidings encmach the countryside; Wiastarn- style villas
surmund a pamhed golf courss, craating acheclkerboamd of tiry ide ntical
plots that raplicata into the distanca.

A s tha case with ather Chinesa metropolises thirty vears of aconomic
raform has causad the urban space of the capital to sprawl outward from
tha cantra in ewary direction. Wihile at first in a2 homogenous mannar,
small patches of developmant ara now staining rural aras A zoning
systam diides metropolitan functions info neat categories: suburban
housing, high-tech and industrial clusters, commamrial Zones, uniersity
districts, atc. Many native Baijing residents hawve flad to the suburb s no-
tably to the north and east of the city: the wall-healed to smart apart-
mant buildings, othars re-housed in 2nes created to ralieve the dansity
of the old downtown®:

Wia gain altitude, and the outling of the Beijing-Tianjin-Tangshan {Jing-
Jin-Tang) urban basin emarge s ona of the three coastal "dragon's haads"
which weara craatad inaarly 2000 to boo st the natio nal economy, primar-
ilythrough incraased urbandewalbpmant in the se araas. Beforawea disap-
pearinto a saaof cloud, we catch a quick glimpse of a chain of artificial
islands in the Gulf of Bohai, reclaimed from the sea by developars to cir
cumvant govarnmant rastrictions pmtacting agrcuftural coastal resa was
that had basn shattered by urban growth®
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Guangzhou ZED

Motion zickness

"ou wie dianbo.. ": tha woica of tha air hostass at the back of tha cabin
comas ovar the intercam to announce & patch of turbulance. The plana
jinks, shuddars, and than resumes its headlong course, Around us pas
sangers are dozing. Most of them are undoubtedly Eastarn Chinesea busi-
na ssman and woman travalling between economic centras. The human
gaography of China translates into mara than one billion people concen-
trated on the coastal strip in the East; tharg, tha population is fsing, com-
parad to the main regions in the far west lilke Tibet and Xinjiang, which
ara in daclina.®

In 2005 §0% of China's 621 million rcomded urban-dvellers lved in 654
cities of owar 100 000 inhabitants (of which adozen had inaxcass of 10 mil-
lizn inhabitants); the remaining 40% |ved in 19322 fowns of ower 10,000
inhabitants® In 2011, urban-dweallers accounted for more than half of tha
population of the Middlke Kingdom® Since 1920, 246 naw fowns havwe baen
built, with 400 more anticipated by 20620% Thase estimatas herald a com-
plate shakeup of Chinesae urban areas: citias ar "not just adding naw sub-
urbs and busina ss districts; the whale structure of the matropolitan ara is
changing” observed an Amarican analyst as aarly as 19862

In thiz climate of transition, urban (i not cultural) idantities—hallmarks
of boal areas—an2 baing hastily redefined. Fom north to sauth, Chinesa
towns are bacoming increasingly uniform. The urban planning systam, a
rigid hieramhizal structure in its public stake holders (urban planning com-
missions, poject ingitutions) and highly rationalized in its planning meath-
odolbgy(defining land usa in tarms of functional zones), is closely linked at
& bcal kvel to economic development (land saks to developers allowing
communitias to be sai-funding). This means that unifom urban planning
and architectural standards hawe baan adoptad acmss the country.
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798, Dashanzi frt District, Baijing
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Formar industrial sits mfurbishrent, Hanjing

Cnoa municipal lavel there ar Cantral Businass Distrcts, genarically
rafamad to as CBDs which ara modalled on, say Dallas, Taxas or La
Dafanss in Panis; economic "developmeant zones" (the so-called Kaifa qu);
new satallite towns (Xinchang) with housing based on urban grids; and
univarsity "island" campusas bcated outside city centres Thesae zones
wara all built during the same pariod fo wary tight timascalas and presant
a numbar of important similarities They reaproduce—an a much graatar
scalal—tha urban planning modeals of the Wiast. On a neighbourhood lewval,
tha successful modals of the large metropolises of eastarn China ara rap-
licated: cantral pedestrian araas like Wangfujing in Beijing or Manjing
Foad in Shang hai; new enclosed or opan-air malls such as Tha Village or
Hintiandi; redeveloped bmownfield sitas like T8 or Moganshan, All attract
hordes of tourists, trndy consumears, and cunous locals. The Chinesa
names salected, such asthe Wuhan "Tiandi', reinforce the nation of simi-
larity and deja-vu.

Aspart of this same pmcess, urban timascalas hawe also bean disruptad.
In historizal tarms the future is now destabilising a pastwhich was pravi-
aushy in equilibrium. In Baijing, the historic city centre—comparabla in sEa
to ancther gam, Paris'™—isewlving ot the pace set by an urban radevelop-
mant pogramme that began sevaral decades ago. The pulsa of the city
pounds to & rhythm dictated by enlarged arterias; refurbished drainage
systams; new underground networks; rastorad monuments; rfurbishad,
damalizhad, or rbuilt housas; new subway stations; re-landscaped parks;
nay sawa rs; and axtra parking space 5 to namea but a faw. In tha outlying
araas othar zones are acpariancing radical transformations in which tha
legacy of the past is completely invisibla. In other areas, new mnas such
azthe Chaoyang CBDarthe Zhongguancun tachnology clustarin Haidian,
ara pmoudly rising up to greet tha future. Residents are passiva spactatars,
adapting as bast thay can batwaan euphoria and despair, facing changes
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Xintiandi, Shanghai
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Thia Villags, Sanlitun, Baijing

that in Eumpa would taka place ovar an entira lifatime.

Tha architect Wang Shu—winna rof the 2012 Prtzker Priza in Amhitactura
and a dasignar kan to pre sarve the traces of the past in projects that ane
nonethaless highly innovative—racantly declared that ewerything in China
was naw; that evenything ol had vitually disappearsd™ Bean picturesquse
attractions are the focus of novelty with a numbear of cities now boasting
projects for "new" old towns. This raises the issue of the desine or require-
mant for change in Chinesa citie s

Constant political r2shuffling at bcal level st the pace for urban deval-
opmant. Thesa developmant pmgrammes must deliver tangible results
quickly and be "wizually effective® Amhitectural or metmpolitan land-
marks (dibiao)—the expression of local power but as much windows on
the opanne ss of thosa in powar—must ba complatad in a meara faw vaars,
ANl municipal players (town plannars, architects real estate devabpers,
atc.) are mobilised in situ to offer new solutions to complex boal issues
acouming in real time. 20 evary scala of urban develbpmeant, consaquant
challenges both human (migration managemeant, density social housing,
walfare izsues, etc) and technological {mateials, environmeant, rsoume
managemant, scheduling, etc.) offer thess playvers not only constraints,
but also genuine craatie op portunities. Moreowver, this rate of production
raquires a constant stream of new designs for sites, districts, or cities that
govarnment project institutions cannot powide unaided. So-called "inde-
pandant" architecture practices staffed by young graduates from China
and all ovarthe waorld find thamsalves tasked with an arduous roke:ganar
ate as much salas and visual appaal as possible whilke offaring innovativa
concepts foraach sita. & Chinase ajancy such astha Baijing-basad MAD,
with a staff of fifty o sicty people, might respond to ovar 500 competitions
and invitations to tander par yaar, for axampla.
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Cultural and political cantar of Kanbashi, Odos Maw public spacas, Kanbashi, Grdos
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In reaction to the years of povarty and frostration experienced undar Mao,
citizans of the Maw China also expect radical changes 1o some axtant. Mo
longar can they imaging a life without skoscrapars, urban freaways, and
building facades emblazanad in multFcoloured nean billboards Their lives
hawa bean swept along by the urban dynamic, an instant and raassuring
indicato rof the country's economic strangth.

O bviously, these issues which are chlosaly linked to redefinition of iden-
tity, disruption of axisting timescales and novalty are amearging and baing
tackled with warying degrees of subtlety and success. The prafecture of
Doz in Inner Mongolia is extramealy rich in natural rReoumes (rar mine r
als natural gasg oil cashmere wool) and is undoubtedly one of the most
astonishing examplas of urban devalopmeant pushed to axtrameas. Tha naw
administrative centre of Kanbashi (with cumently fawer than 100000 ha-
bitants) was built 35km fram the original cantre of Dongshang (00 000
inhabitants) on land bought for 2 small fortune from local farmars—who
thamsalwas bacame developars—and built in ke ssthan a decade, Tha naw
city bring s togethar a numbear of monome ntal architectural curiosities in-
spirad by global thinking and finely honed synthasas of athar designs, all
laid out along a neoclassical axis. Wast landscapes of lakas rverbanks,
and parks hawe boan recreated near a busine ss district and re sidential
zong built o the south of the town, appmopriately namad A Town'? with no
fawar than one hundred towears of thirty ar more starays sprouting out of
tha ochre sand. The histary of the Mangolian people has been updated on
asplanades and newly dewelbped public areas, which display traditional
soane s of local traditions and customs fmzen in time. Stmlling through
Qg yougat the wary strange impra ssion of expariencing the “yearzam"
of acity devoid of history, whare the prasant fluctustes acconding to tha
whims of a colossal urban pmject plantad in the middle of the dasart.

T T L | N P . gl Yyt |

st s bes R Ples e Rl b el S g
|

AW SROREATEE

A Town, Kangbazhi, Ordos
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‘Watar Townof Zhujiajizo, naar Shanghai
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Tha Bund in 2012, Sharghai

City of spectacle - The spectacle of the city

Tha pilat announces our approach info Shanghai. Throughout the cabin,
tha clicking of saatbalts rings out as we descend towards Honggiao
Intemational &irport. We g lide over the Yangtze (Elua Rivar, or Changjiang)
Dalta, an urban swath bounded by the saa and compaosad of laka s rivars,
and thousands of canals. It is a giant conurbation stretching oot alang
long metropolitan comidors that can be several hundred kilometras in
langth, from Shanghai to Suzhou, fom Wi to Manjing, and from Mingbo
to Hangzhou. Linked by high- speed train networks (gaotie or dongehe),
thasa ultra-dynamic tertiany and ind ustrial clusters of tha Dalta form an-
other "dragon's haad" of the Chinass economy.

Companrad to the morphalogy of the urban territony of Beijing—which was
not dictated by the natural parametars of its site—Shanghai looks mare
arganic, divided and characterisad by dense watanways and agricuftural
natworks Whara the urban infrastroctura is not dictated by a monotonous
qrid, it naturally follows thase netwarks notably in the city cantra wheara
the Huangpu Riwer (flowing from south to north) has clearly definad the
directionof the streets Some "water fowns' {shuixiang), invisible from the
shy, are als dotted thmughout this lagoan ragion. Thair sinuous shapas
follow the canals and low, dense housing is oganised amund courtyards
and passzagawsays that are now pmtected at municipal kval to off st tha
massive demalition that took place in the period betweaan 1280-2000M
Thay ara now a major cultural feature and tourist attraction an the De fa

Tha ground below, quickly growing nearar, is laid in a defiantl pokcean-
tric, homogenous mannar® In our appmach toward the romway, we soe
tha Pudong Peninsula nastling in & band of tha river with the flamboy-
ant towears of the Lujiazui CED, whose upward thrust e pitomise s urban
Chinesa modernity owar tha last two decades and the focal paint of
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Lujizzui Cantral Businass District, Pudong, Shanghai
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Cregryigw of the 20H 0 Expo site, Shanghai
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Eritizh Pavilion, Expo sita, Sharghai

the whale magalopolis. They dance and shimmer ovar Puxi the historic
Shang hai waterfrant. A5 saanin the 2008 exhibition in Paris Dans lavilla
chinoize™ [In the Chinese City], Shanghaiis a city inharitad from the 1%th
canturywhose facade 5 sansual shapes old banks on the Bund, and prz &
tigious naw tovears male it an utterly captivating place. Its efficiency and
its determination to boast all the assets of a wordd-class city are equally
appaaling—and imprassmea.

IIndar the gray mass of bridges and flyowars at the tarminal a remarkably
walkomanised quade of taxis camies a steady stream of passangers off
towards the city centra. Tha intarnational airport was completaly rebuilt
prior fo the start of World Expo 2010 10 bacome the work's first multi-
modal transport platform incorporating urban (bus and subway), road, rail,
and air natworks, plus a hub developing the antire regio nwest of Shang hai
with the creation of administrative aras, shops, offices and housing as
sociatad with the airport.

Prastigious major evants (dashijian) arganised in Chinain the first decade
of the 21st century hava had the benefit of boosting the urban dewal-
opmant of host cities at a hitherto unprecedented rata and giving tham
first priority in the kbcal urban dewelopment plans Intarnational evants in
Shang hai (world Expo 20100, Baijing (2008 O kmpic Gameas), Guangzhou
(2010 Aszian Games), MNanjing (2008 World Utban Forum, 2014 Youth
O lympics), and ewants in many other cities like Qingdan and Jinan have
transformed the course of their histories and driven changa: construction
of naw facilitias (for sport, culture, and tourism), rmodemisation of trans
portiroads airports rail and subway lines, buses), development of public
and green spacas closura or rebcation of factories, repairs to historic
manumeants and facades in historical districts and the relbcation of zome
ragidants from the city cantra to tha suburbs.

———
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Crearyigw of 2008 Okhmpic Games sita, Baijing

F AR A R T8 i Tk 2, FUF AT ATE Tidde
BB AR ELE DM, AERETENRMEL, &
EF—EED EASERTHEETREERSE. LAFHHE
O LERFLRFAMEAESZEE G ENLAFEINET
EyumAEPE TECHES NEs S EitaREED
EXEELE S TEENEBERS Y FFREIUIHERES
t, PTW Rt EIR T T HRE. S BiBE Eit oG
TRIRE.

FEEAMNGERITHAMMEENRSAEEEEERHT
RS LT AE (FEMARUP, RFAE ASEHMES
B, PESTANEITRATRES . RAERSETit AL
wih RMETHTHHESSENEE @ §5. BiE ok &
WOEMS FR ET. M E& RFOET, LERiEsw
FETREANE g MBS EireE SR TR TR
ENSERHTIE, BY S8 k-2 e, S+AtES
M Bk EeEtl, #rEAARagEFRd s AahE,

RAL LBEREAOELTREERAITENSNEN
BEmBY, BREEA RS~ E, & HPnE s it
B, BEERMESMIEHEARMMNEENREE S,
BeMEkePpEE MESSNE QESTARAEHRET
FIERATR M Z—L "BARE" MEE N i mE,

FEHAHNEER:zBlER AeB AERTHEETENEE
B, ZRE-VFEHHT RETENEEE RPE5E5 TR
AFE WESTR{ELEREUBPA), #20 THEMIFE

-

"EE" AR

Thia "Eird Hast", Baijing

As a sart of opan-air urban exparimeant, the se events have brushed tha
camant dust off the image of the Chinesa city as a pamanant con-
struction site and unveiled some major complatad projects to tha world.
Urban and amhitectural feats have undoubtedly plaved a significant mla
in the publicity process. Major namas in intarnational achitecture hawa
diractly ar indirectly put their namas o highly symbolic projects—includ-
ing tha dragon-like Taminal 3 by Morman Foster the "Bid's Me st™lika
Mational Stadium by Harzog & de Maumn and Ajdeiwe] tha Watar Cube-
lilwe aquatic centra by PTW in Beijing; and tha pabbla-shapad-like Opara
House by Zaha Hadid in Guangz hou.

Chiness and international taams (Arup, Tongji Uniersity Amchitecturs
Studio, the Chingse Urban Planning Institute) competed in ambitious
urban developmeant plans for the world Ecpo 2010 site. An antire raft of
architects of ewary nationality designad a riot of pavilions—ariginal, artistic,
kitsch, chic, graceful imposing, complex, eco-friendly, subtle, fantastic.. ™
In an ara of globalised media, newer befora—fram the first international
axpositions in the 1%9th centuny to the presant day—had architectura pro-
maoted images of sensational dream cities basad on tha theme of haalth
and antartainmant with such anangy.

O bviously the aim of Wiord Expo 20100was to go far beyand puraby farmal
issuas A world fair has a finite existe noe and architectura is famparany
inthis type of satting. In Shanghaj the city itsalf and its many challanges
warg addressad. Expo 2010 was aimed primarily at Chinasa visitors fom
avary province, of wham 73 million weare recorded within the space of
sbc manths! The evant was organised at tha highest keweal in the city and
broadcast on screens thmughout the country, prosalvtising the impor
tance of urban develbpment in China to its own population. Far the first
tima, tha themsa "The City" was chosan and picled up on by a numbar of
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Aonaw parkin Shanghai: Sharghai Sornic ba
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bonciagnt railz kapt for the projact Sharhai Sornic ha

exhibitions including the Urban Bast Practice Area (UBPA) Expo, focus
ing an sustainable urban devalopmant.

From a puraly urban point of wiaw, the exposition allowad awhole swath
of the city normally resered for port-related industry to be redeval-
oped {owar Skm? for the fairgrounds alone, spanning both ban ks of the
Huangpu River): rivarbanks choked with wars houss 5 cemant wo tos, and
obzolate shipyards wene renovated, whilst still trving to presare a faw
trace s of historical activity on the site (albait with great difficulty given
the speed and scale of the operation). The urban grid mapped onto the
sita was clearly intended s that the plots could be reused aftar tha
avant, the sake s of which bagan as soon as the pavilions weare disman-
tled. These naw central districts well servad by the subway system(line s
T and &), weare gradually redevelopad around afew anchor buikding s that
had bean designed to be permanant®®

Spatial acupuncture in the Yangtze Delta

Wa boarded a pale grean Dazhong taxi whera a pleasant drivar took
us fulkbare thmugh a forest of buidings on alevated motonvay ramps
pamhad S0m abowe the gmund, for our maating with a public works can-
tractorin the Xuhui district.

Cur recaption at the maeting was warm from the start, parhaps from tha
unuzual nature of tha interview: Chinese devalopars whao are principal
"urban producers"® are genarally never asked about their work Shortly
bafore Expo 2010, this dewlopar was placed in charge of managing an
urban zona opposite the exposition grounds on tha Puxi riverbanks scamad
by acantury of haavy industry: the Shanghai Cornizha Par, a public space
covering sevaral hectares that we would visit several timas, sprang up in
tha space of three years and opanead just bafora the start of the Expo:

LR R

Sanaral view ontha Zormicha, Shanghai
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¥uhui Bridgs (MADA z.p.a.m.), Shanghai
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Jinhua foe hitactural Park, Jinhua

Tha call for antries to redevelop this Skm of waterfmont had gaona out in
L0003, Thea winning design, by a taam lad by British architect Peta rivarity,
was now spraad out for us on the table, The primary gist of the plan was
simpla: provide a contemporary public space that tales into account the
industrial haritage of the site by presanving rail tracks depots, moaring
bollard s, freight handling cranas, and s farth.

Tha public works contractor explainad the contaxt of tha project, wheara
tha opan-mindedne 5 of local authorities and the expartize of public de-
valopars wanr sean as key alemants, "Intemational ewents such as the
Shang hai Expo boost government investmeant in the construction of naw
facilities, buildings, and public spacas” he said. "Our team was antiraly
mada upof paoplawith training in urban planning and architecture. Wa ara
young and interasted in new idaas that we would like to apply and carny
out alsewhanz in China Qur manager is relatialy opan to ideas and intha
casa of Shanghai Comicha, he opted for a foreign architect. Today local
gqovarnmant is mare opan to new projcts and teams of devabpears ara
battar trained in tams of conceptual issues Ideas ralating to local urban
devalopmant have maturad and improvad"

The effects of a project of this kind in an area can be felt immediatal and
thea retum an invastmant is swift: "l hava noticed some vary positiva results
sinca the apaning of the Shanghai Corniche, which have convincad ma
that the local residants really neadad a public space. Bafora the project
was complatad, they did not even know that the Huangpu River passad
through the Huhui district. Mow in the summer, the Shang hai Cornicha at-
tracts batwean ten and twanty thousand people ewery avaening. Since tha
park opanad, tha avarage prce of some sccommodation inthe ara has
risan to GO000 Yoan /m?, companed to 10,000 Yuan/m? whan it want on
saka. Tha city council's imestmeant has pushad up the prica of sumounding
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Crearyigw of tha Yuanxiarghu Park, liading MHaw Town, Shanghai
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Plan of Yuanxianghu ard Zigidonglai Parks, Jiading Mew Town, Shanghai

plats which it would lilke to sall in the futura”.

This comearsation illustratas acommon situation inotharcitias in tha Dalta
In newly develapad urban zones intandamwith dewaloping residantial and
commamial piots local authorities are investing haavily in building public
facilities and parks, squaras and canals—and develpars are als baing
ancouragad to do likewisa. Someatimes thesa public spaces are developad
bafora tha surmunding districts have ewen appeared, as was the casa in
Jinhua, the bithplace of tha poat AiQing, whosa son AjWeiweiwas askad
to create an "architactural park” in the new town (unfortunately, the park
now shows signs of advanced deterioration®™). These new spaces provide
"nodes’ for a city to be subsaquanthly built amund tham. Against a backs
drop of greatar opanness, thistrend by local authorties to be rece ptive to
highly original ideas naturally offe rs designers an exceptional opportunity
to angage with buildings and landscapas.

This tima, aur taxi was hurtling toward Jdiading, & new pilot town weast of
Shanghai This develbpment 2ana is the new playground of Mayar Sun
Jiwa i who had already demonstrated his amhitectural sensitivity in
Qingpu. Aswe navigated by sight arund wast tracts of sami-developad
land, we came across two adjoining estates that are cumantly being com-
plated: Zigidong lai and Yuanxiang hu, located at the heart of a new district
still under construction. A network of lakes, islands, and canals dasignad
accarding to the natural contours of the site spraw| over dozens of hact-
aras. Felativaly subtle modern pavilions punctoate the landscapa. A busy
gamanar clark’ curious about architecture points out a faw buidings and
talls us tha name sof thairdesignars—Ataliar Deshaus, Scenic Amchitactura
Office, Atelier Amhmicing, and s an. The Dutch landscaping practices
MITA (for Yuan=iang hu Par and Sasaki Architects (for Zigidonglai) coor
dinated the landscaping.
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Yinzhou Park, and ana oftha "Five Scattarsd Housss" (Wang Shu), Hingbo
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i Xin, Xixi Watland Park, Hangzhou

Tha intarplay of shapeas colurs and mate nals—granite, grave | manicured
lauwn, aquatic planting, woodan pontoons, grassas—so arrangad and linkad
to modem buidings racreates avast unified landscapa. This sophisticatad
projacttotransfom spaca bycraating a tamarvarsion of nature is reminis
cant of the way nature was sculpted during the develbpment of the graat
imparial gardens of ancient Chinathe Summear Palace in Beijing, the Wast
Laka in Hangzhou.. ).

As e continua our journey through the Delba towns, our eyie is drawn 10
othar urban parks in the samea wain. In Yinzhoo Park in the cantra of tha
naw city of Mingbo, five contemporany pagodas designed by the anchitect
Wang Shu hawe baan "sprinklad” amund a lale, Maarky risastha bulwark
of the city's new CBD de signad by MADA s.p.am.;the tal, slandarstams"
of high-end residential blocks; the dark shape of the Mingbo History
Muzaum; and tha imposing district hall of the town, In Hangzhou, the X
Mational Wiatland Parloweast of the city has completely recreated an aco-
systam that has envimnmental banefits for the surmounding urban monas.
Hare too, landscape and anchitectura, howeawar indiractly linked, lia at tha
haart of this projact with afew large-scale projects such as the Ecological
Muzaum by the amhitact Isosaki northof tha pars; or by contrast, tha rural
willas by the Qi Xin and other architects

In simpla tarms, this"acupuncture” at key points in the city provides ralisf
fram tha ills afflicting it Urban planning basad onthe modal of the mall
and forecourt is in retreat and urban development is gaining gmund; qual-
ity architecture and landscaping ara clearly visible in thase prjects asis
attantion to the finish.

This raises a crucial issue of scale. The scak of quality pmijects is
changing, mowing fram magnificant but isolated projpcts in awodd still

TR (S5 HESAH)

Tianyi Plaza (MADA z.p.a.m), Hingbo
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Suzhou Creak Haw Park (BalU), Suzhou
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Book City (Winking-Froch Architaktan BDA), Mingbo

under construction, to the city itsalf. Shanghai, Hangzhou, and Mingbo
ara inthe vanguard of this naw urban "factory”. Countless projects in tha
ragion demonstrate the signsof this positive shift. Itcan be sanon tha
ana hand in suburban zones such as the new towns amund Shanghai,
2ingpu, and Jiading at the forefront; orin the new Mingbo CED, tha
high-tach closter in Manjing, the urban parks mentioned abowe, and
dansa residential zone s south of Hangzhou Contemporany designars,
notab by new Chingse architects (e, Deshaus, Ma Qingyun) are baing
invitad to oparate on a naighbourhood scale rathar than an individoal
adifice scala.

Cntha othar hand, in densa city areas—aspacially cantres with a lawout
inharited from the 1%9th century and the industrial era connected to tha
marzhant marina and shipbuilding—somea interasting consarvation and
brownfield redevelopment®! projects and efforts to reclaim riverbanks
formerly devoted to inland shipping have been complated in the last faw
yaars. In Shanghai we can cite a saction of the southem bank of tha
Suzhou River,which has baan redevelopad by the Sino-Australian team at
EaL; south of the Bund, the Shilipu Dock Redeval pment Project (South
Dock) is a fomer marchant maring hub dating back 150 yvears; and the
Shangtex Goup warehouses on the Huangpu River have bean redeaval-
opad into a fashion cantra by the Franch practice Arte Charpantiar. In
Ming bo, the Old Bund, with its fomer concessions has bean rvisited by
tha Shanghai architecture practice MADA s.p.am, and opposite it fowear
the chimnays of the Book City (Mingbo Shucheng), insugurated in 2011
and dasigned by aGarman practice that espouses presarving and mod-
arnising existing industrial buidings. In adifferent registerin Hangzhou,
Wang Shu and the China Academy of Arts have developed a surprising
and incongruous pmiject combining the presarvation of the wernacular
ha rtage of the citywith contamparany building s alang Zhong shan Awe nue,
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Zhongshan Strest (Wang Shu), Hangzhou
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bdrninistrative and Financial Cantar, Shenzhan

which has baan made pedastrian-anly, while tha banks of Wast Lalea hawa
bean redevalopead ina mone traditional style by Tongji Un varsity.

Thiz collection of projects rstores maaning 10 thesa spaceas and gives
shape to & new urban histary.

Thetemptations of urbanizm

Calling all passangears for flight CZ23558 to maka thair way to Gate 52,
Aftar a three-hour delay dua to air traffic "contral’, & ragtag, nerous
quaug forms in front of the desk. The beep of the digital ticket scannar
rings out thmugh the antiseptic departure lounga. The last keg of aur
journey is taking us southaast to tha third "dragon's head" of China In a
faw momants, the plana rises from the tarmac and wing s its way toward s
Shanzhan.

This new city is difficult to defing®™ A pure product of the economic re-
forms instigated undar Deng Xiaoping—whose journey to tha south gave
riza to the famous phrasa, "Enrich yoursalvas!"—Shanzhen eithar asftracts
ar repals comp ketaly, without any haf-meaasures Thara are one million of-
ficially ragisterad residents (hodears of 4 local hulow), but in faot the city
has 10 million additional ecaono mic migrants, aither in the form of manual
ar white-callar labourars from all owar China lurad by warls and businass
apportunities. Farfmm the political capital, this formost booming Spacial
Economic Zone located ot the gateway to Hong Kong {and whose popula-
tion has an aversge age of 35 years) is a southarn megalopolis that baars
all the halimarks of the dynamism of a country in the clutches of change.
Asaplannad city, built quickly over 30 yaars on the footprint of a fauw ax-
isting municipalitie s (Xincun)® parhaps it is also paradoxically the ama
whara China has carfed out the most opan-minded urbanism.
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QT Loft (Urbanus), Shanzhan
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QT Laft (Urbanus), Shanzhan

sing the wamrd "Urbanism” alsa inclodes human and social sciencas, re-
saarch, and inwestigation in & givan ama—in contrast to tha political con-
capt enshrinad in the notion of "urban planning® In semantic tams, tha
Chinesa language does not hawe an aquivalant for the temm "urbanism",
whizh could be translated as dushi zhuyi—except that this is newar usad.
Tha axprassion changshiguihua, the Chinasa transcription of "urban plan-
ning" is usad in China Perhaps this iswhy Urbanus, a dynamic naw amchi-
tactura and urban devalo pmeant firm basad in Shenzhan chosa the slighth
prowcative Chinesa nama Dushi Shijian to intmduce the notion or neceas
sity of "angaging with the city" to dasign pmjacts.

Wia ar going to Shenzhan for two reasans. The first is to spealk to tha
foundars of Urbanus—afang Hui Liu Xiaoduy, Meng Yan—and to wisit
somea of their projects Urbanus may not be the anly intara sting plavers in
Shenzhen (we could alzo cite Aube, Stawan Holl, O MA, and s0on), but thay
ar2 a uniqua part of the local landscapa. The firm hasastablished itsalf as
the main initiator and passionate advocate of "humanistic urbanity”, which
it has applied to Shanzhan with graat flair Combining careful 2 saarch and
innowation relating to the city, urban pmjects and public spaces a com-
mamial strategy and a consultancy mle with boal authoritie 5 the practice
iz the alter ego of its favaurite city: it addrssas global issuas by invanting
vary local slutions

Projacts in Shenzhen carried out by Urbanus are parfectly pitched intarms
of scale and impre ssive in tarms of analysiz a split-laval "marrisge cant "
ina naw park; a bamboo grove insarted betwasan two artarial routes chsa
o the administrative centre; an industrial brownfield site redevelpead into
awibrant arts cantre called OCT (Ovarsaas Chinesa Town, the namea of a
wall-known Hong Kong developar); urban willage s {parhaps the city's only
haritage site) enhanced sfter bng-tarm research; & square and cultural

YA LA E (i)

Dafan frt Musaurm (Urbanus), Shanzhan

AEMAE, BT TR LT RS (OCT) SHE—TE R
MR A REERTERES SR —ETRERRAE
t MERREREZ EXMHEtsENnAS L B —%
— R A msE T,

EFNSSARANECNERSHAEHENZIEE, ME
Tt 19 F A B IREMIRIG TS . ES5 ST RGeS
FER RO EIERA T 3], ZFP RS ERE B R AT
RS IE SR, thE BRI bR ESE R
B, HAE LSS, = MEEC EPIRERET TR
HUemig ", R BT S . BT BERHEMT

YA EAE (HEE) ER

Rootfs of Dafan Art Mussum (Urbanus), Shanzhan

cantre in Luohu, with a tarraca o pan to tango dancers fmm neighbouring
buildings ewan whan the centre is closaed; and a competition in Qianhai
Harbour District to pmmote work and ideas from taknted young prac-
ticas such as Archipkin fom Shanghai The architecture and urban plan-
ning practice is camying out practical exparimants hara whar man, city
dwaller, and new arrivals to the city wha flock to Shenzhan in hordas ara
allthe central focusof the project pooess

Howeawar, this is not the only aspact of 215t cantury city planning. Tha
sacond raason far our visit is the Shanzhen and Hong Kong Bi-city
Biannak of UrbanismsAmhitacture, which began in 2004 and offars a
uniqualy broad vista of deas about the City. Beary two yaars, the munick
pality of Shenzhan and the 2CT coltural centre are inwolved in this infor
mation and thought-provoking dialgue campaign, opan to the ganaral
public. The Chinesa curators (Yung Ho Chang, Ma Qingyun, Cu Ming ) and
the intemational curstor {Terence Riley) hawe over the vears presanted a
saries of discussions and axhibitions combining architecture, urban plan-
ning, and devalpmant with themeas ralating to art, sociology, geog raphy,
the anvimnment, and cofture—all of which also shape cities Thus tha
city's high- speed gmwth is matched by intellactual, democratic, and sus
tainab ke growth as weall,

It is quite clear that this thinking an urban planning issues in Shanzhan,
azsociated with the concrate implemantation of new idaas on the ground
with the involameant of kay lbcal stakeholdars, is a pioneerng approach in
Eastarn China, which is ona stap ahead of Shanghai, and two steps ahaad
of Beijing. An hour prior to landing, " .¥ou xie dianbo": tha air hostass
announces anothar patch of turbulence. The plane jinks shuddars, and
rasumas its haadlong coursa...
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Sihayuan rafurbizhmant in the Hutong, (Archiplain with Sinapolis), Baijing

're@Eikt. RERE (1937-2010)
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[ “Courrier International” 2011 E1C 2B s FMMARIE, £
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o R TRETRER | ETESChing Small and Medivm Towns
Cwervicw, B& 47 BMHAFET "BH4T , aT £¥5A0
FicFul EwmEmf 2B FE X, PEEAHE EE -8,
rOIMEESEGHETFRS1L2TYE (1eTAERIGR) , E—ErEEE
MEESUBEFTITES HTIEEFR HTEMK, BREUPTa
BrropmegdmE R, ZHStFdhiteasESET AT (R a6
TrROREETE<RE, AFXAE. fteErF #0R) ., £
me W} FEE frl FREURERTRESRY. IMZE1R28
B.

¥ Connexicns, The China Review, 2010

*R.McLemors, 1555

NEEEMETR: LFERITERLE, ERTAERCE,

"B EEREMENM TSN, EEERATIM2ECAE R
FlitE (ERFAERAERERESEE) , (tFEELEE—REFE
NiFEEy . 2012F¥3H248, ikukvcn

T i, mERENE (BRAFE) . China Urban Disease [I&I0,
Southern Metropolis, 2010ESHSH, Chinadialogue.net. "BfsSH
HeTEET PEAERTAHRE, TPESEH LG, REFT
HEEEME T, BRaENE, T CFET REE HEeREAm
gk T 3§ = F O e,

nEGEMEER CEE C,

U EHEEPEEEECTE, MEIGTCESA1EREAE;
wi:Rra+LEAERET (B2 £558%) ,

B EAED hEAEMELIEFOBEEEEMFEERESG, 28
SN TR ErmTRES AkE, ZEREFFiAE FE
SEM—HE &Pt T EEFREHEE EAmETREESEREE T
HBE  A¥qd BETmEER FEEOFEREs 80w
M.~ EEEREERESMERTE,

" BREARERER - NiPE. BHAFRE SR, SE$f ZEE
EeEErE, PEFR S IEPL,

TEERIMCHN e BERABEFSETERY  HIAFHER-
kL, PER. HHW, UBPAR
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w EpnEeEITIEE ] R aFEERATEAEE X, BEPa
IA. AFERE. HAeF BTEENEEESR,
EARABE AT RES AT LA ERRE,
TIREERENEAENERE {sE TN ERAMPEFNS  PERE
dhEE, TEREBHERP, EF0 AT EIE N T 2.
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T riter, memberof the Académie frangaise, and sinologist (1937-2010)

¢ The ideal plnning model was fict used to plen Changan (now Xian) prior to
influencing the urtan developrrent of s=vweral mejor Chinese cities such 25 Beijing
* Mezsumes imposed by the 2004 Urban Developrent Pogramme (to meet 2 tamget
offewer than 1 million peop k).

* cf "Thu Yishi kB fole des Nes adificieles, Xin Shiji Zhoukan, in Courter
Irite mations | Dotober 200 2011,

¥ Results of the &th national census, Peoplels Daily, 2011,

* Feport by the Word Ezankon urkan planning for smedl 2nd mediom Chirese towns:
"Chire Srredl 2nd Mediom Tow e Creenview”. The word "tow nization” 5 used inChina
rathertha n"urkaniation, 2= the Chinesegowernment i now focusing on develo ping
sriall towns 2 the disparity betwesnthe number of inhabitants inthese s mall fowns
(zhanl and towns with over 100000 habitants (zhi) & too geat.

* Cificial figumes for2011 show 2 figure of 51.27% of urkan dwellers (conmpared to
just 19% in 1978, but zome China specizlists are concemed by these "soaring ste-
tistics" = they beliewe that the actuwl numbzrof urban dwellers kes into account
pemenant msidents who do ot hol urban registetion (hukou), 2nd is thus not
socially viable Onl holders of urban hubkou are entitled o welze benefits such as
access to education for their children, beakthcae and employrment 32e the eocek
lent article in the pume ] Caijing: "FPutting 20 end to soanng stedistics", Janeney 29,
2012,

Fonnecions, The China Rewiew, 2010,

* . Mclermaor, 1999,

G2 ki and T ki, res pectie b

M Lecture by several renowned amchitects streamed on Weibo in May 2012 (when
the Pritz ker Arhitecture Pree was awamed to Wang Shul "Beijing Amhitecture
Forurn— Pree-winners Discuss Amhitectue!, May 24, 2012, |kuku.cn

12 T hang Chuzrwen, interview with Profeszor Zhang Song [Tongji Uniersite), China
Urkan Diease (1 & 1), Southem Metropolis, May 9, 2010, Chiredeloguenset "The
difference betwesn Japan 2nd Chine is that the Chinese consider things visually—
since mefomnand opening up, Chine's metaphoncal path has widened 2nd so roads
in cities hawe to be wider, too" And, "There & 2 miconceptionthat bigger cities are
better cities"

1% Phonetic trnsciption of the Sino-Maongalzn narne B g

' Pofeszor Ruan Yisan 2 enowned Chinese heritge expert, recorded 150 in
the 1970s; ther are approzimatel 2 doeen keft cumently Cincluding Tongli and
ZhujirjEal

" The ninz new towns which hewe been developed amund Shanghai ae part of 2
pkn to ezse the concentration in the town centre in f2wour of suburbeon and mral
amas which 2 undemoing urken deseloprrent Ina ecert article, French geogr-
pher Thiemp Sanjuan presented these new towns 2.5 "showcases for the urben and
cosmopolitan rmode misstion of Shanghai They Bmel combine 2n old legacy urban
fabric [...] with 2 new town with urben residentia | blocks, with each town being pro-
mated on the inege of 2 modelof forzign achitectura [...]"

¥ Cumtors Frédsric Edelnmann, Frangoise Ged Co-pmduction Cité de far hitectume
etdupatiroine, Centre d2 Culture Contermporaniz de Bacelo e,

1% of. "Future A hitecturs, Shanghai Expo 20 10" publibed by the Zhejrng Press
1#iZuburl Centre, Chiness Pavilion, Centml Axis, UBPA, atc.

1 lérémie Descamps, intenvizw with urban planner Qi Qun & pril 2012, Shanghai
# The park & made up of 17 architectur| modukes designed by inte matiors | and
Chinese architects including Wang Shy, Liu Jekon, A Wekwei and Herog & de
Meumn

#1 The city of Shanghziwould hewe no fewerthan 14 million r of wecant industrizl
lots:

# on this topic, 2 erarkable book of photographs, Living in China's Sherchen — 2
city under eform and opening-up (Chine. Photogrmphic Publishing Howse) by Yu
Haibo, mtrces the epic history of urban and social change in Sherchen The title
ofthe preface by Wang Luziang challenges u to "take this cily seriously and those
ze=king dreare bare as well"

00 this topic, se= the research camied by Urbanus, surmmerised in Vilkbged City
[Ed CEPF).
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CBD

72 "Central Business District” (BEHOE) TS, 2
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GLOSSARY

CBD

Acranym for Central Business District. These are business districts out-
side the city centre in which local councils are investing on a massive
scale, launching international invitations to tender, and making decisions
about projects as a whole and about some of the key projects established
in the zone. A CBD brings together finance, commercial and information
centres, as well as offices, hotels and housing, ete

Conurbation
A huge metrapolitan area camprising towns and suburbs that have merged.

Dashijian

Literally, "major events". A reference to prestigious events on an interna-
tional scale such as the Olympic Games, the World Expo, and the Asian
Games.

Gaotie & Dongche

Chinese intercity express train services (with regional and provincial cove-
rage) equivalent to the French TGY high-speed train. Dongche refers to
trains which travel at less than 300 km/h, Gaotie refers to those which
can reach speeds in excess of 300 km/h. Unlike other nation-continents,
China has invested heavily in rail transport in the last ten years.

Hukou

A form of registration record issued at birth. Introduced by Mag in the late
1960s, this system of population control records the social origin of every
Chinese person, and in particular whether they are from a rural or urban
area. For many years, hukou Impinged on the mability of citizens. However,
the market economy has forced the authorities to make the system slightly
more flexible, without actually abolishing it. Today, many in the media and
Chinese specialists denounce hukou, as it increases the rift between
urban residents and newcomers to the city from rural areas. Halders of
rural hukou do not have the same social welfare entitlement as urban
hukou holders, such as access to education, healthcare, employment, etc.

Hutong

A word of Mongolian origin, meaning "well' and describing an alley. Towns
in the MNorth of China were organised according to an elaborate urban
grid plan, of which the historic centre of Beijing offers a perfect example.
The streets are arranged orthogonally frem north to scuth and from east
to west following a dense mesh of large, regular arterial routes and nar-
rower allevs (hutong) between 3 and O metres wide, serving houses with
square courtyards (siheyuan), In Beijing, from 4,000 hutongs recorded in
the 1980, only 1,500 survive today (source: Pékin, métamorphose d'une
ville impériale, Ed. Tarres), The demoalitions peaked in the late 1990z and
early twenty-first century. In Beijing, they are technically protected by a
plan that aims to exploit their tourist potential.

Kaifa qu

Literally, "development zone" This term designates zones under construc-
tion on the autskirts of Chinese cities that bring together high-tech clus-
ters and overseas comparnies, etc.

e, EApIEAARE N (FEEIEIK Z Bl ELES
BEE (WA . F4L R, 1980F R i1 E 40004 HA[F, 0
4{¥771500% (5B IR: Pékin, métamorphose d'une ville
impériale, Ed. Torres) . IPO& el AT 8 iRER E 2172 1990F
FEUEBLFPERREE, tRAERER EBERFITR
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MEH2ZTRER. BEFERMNTwitter, “"HE"

7= “microblog” B TOE, P E&IRTT ORISR ETRA

18, EMALERESZ, HR30SHRAFERE LB F A,
(B FIF: www.them pro)

Qo
An instant messaging service based on MSN (Hotmail)-like technalogy,
which is extremely popular with Chinese Internet users,

City Master Plan

In China, the master plan of a city (zongti guihua) defines the major themes
of the urban development in a town. It is a legal and operational planning
tool established by the local council and local authorities over a timescale
of between 15 and 20 years.

Urban Grid

The arigins of the grid plan go back to ancient times ranging from an-
clent Roman towns to imperial Chinese towns, but it was during the 18th
and 19th centuries that this type of urban development experienced a
boom, especially in the United States, The standardised division of the
street system created regular blocks of houses and shops. China is now
experiencing the mega-block phenamenan: a block can easily cover an
area of 400 metres by 400 metres, which significantly increases land use.
Although the grid facilitates rapid urban development, it is often at odds
with the natural flow through areas.

“Water Towns”/ Shuixiang

"The Jiangnan 'water towns' (on the lower reaches of the Yangtze river),
of which the largest are Suzhou, Hangzhou, and Ningbo, developed very
carly due to a network of canals whizh facilitated cultural and trade links.

Several hundred towns and villages are built on this model. [...] We have
identified a certain number of towns which must be protected as a priority
[] Luzhi, Tongli, Zhouzhuang, Xitang, Nanxun, Wuzhen [...] In the 'water

towns' there are rows of terraced houses along the watercaurses and each
town has its own special features" (Source: Professor Ruan Yisan, "La
mise en valeur du patrimoine urbain en Chine', lecture transcribed in Ville
et patrimoines en Chine, Ed, Cité de l'architecture et du patrimoine, 2012),

Weibo

Asocialnetwork, theChineseequivalentof Twitter Welbo means"microblog”
in Chinese, The mast popular micrablogging site in China is Sina Weibo,
The number of microbloggers has allegedly reached 300 million users,
30% of whom log on at least once a day.

(source: www.them.pro),
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